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was on the whole satisfied with his repentant prodigal.
He marvelled at his power of work, his exuberant
energy and vitality. The Bailli had suggested that it
would be well for him to marry : but where could a
suitable wife be found 1 The Czarina Catherine might
have been a match for him, but who else 1 Perhaps he
was best fitted for a soldier's life, but it was a time of
peace, and the tedious idleness of garrison life in some
provincial town would be the ruin of a nature so restless,
so open to temptations of every kind. He made some
attempts to obtain active service for him as a volunteer
in Hungary or elsewhere, but without success.

Meantime Mirabeau lived on at home, and sought in
every way to propitiate his father, whose agent he
became in negotiations with his mother, with whom he
had previously professed to sympathise; and whom,
when he again became her ally, he addressed in terms of
the warmest affection. He now spoke of her with a
frank contempt, most unseemly in the mouth of a son,
to be explained but not excused by the indecency with
which the Marquis exposed the frailties of his wife to
her children.

He was next sent to maintain his father's seigniorial
rights at Mirabeau. There were scarcely, he wrote
after his arrival, six nobles in Provence who were not
at law with their vassals. The peasantry resented any
strict enforcement of their feudal obligations and sought
to extend their common rights to the utmost. The
future champion of the third estate is said to have
treated his father's vassals with insolence and harshness.
He himself claims to have acted with singular for-
bearance, and that he was unpopular during his residence